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Table 1. Worldwide Distribution of African Immigrants, 2000

Origins
From 

North Africa

From 
North 

Africa (%)

From Sub-
Saharan 
Africa

From Sub-
Saharan 

Africa (%)
From 
Africa

From 
Africa 

(%)

Emigrants by Region 7,388,904 100 17,247,343 100 24,636,247 100
Outside Africa
Oceania 39,596 0.5 183,499 1.1 223,095 0.9
Asia 133,711 1.8 305,303 1.8 439,014 1.8
Northern America 296,621 4.0 942,125 5.5 1,238,746 5.0
  Canada 91,994 1.2 215,511 1.2 307,505 1.2

  United States 204,627 2.8 726,614 4.2 931,241 3.8

Latin America & Caribbean 18,114 0.2 41,135 0.2 59,249 0.2
W. Europe 4,210,368 57.0 2,776,713 16.1 6,987,081 28.4
  Belgium 142,093 1.9 103,229 0.6 245,322 1.0

  France 2,481,672 33.6 567,049 3.3 3,048,721 12.4

  Germany 617,500 8.4 469,497 2.7 1,086,997 4.4

  Great Britain 71,715 1.0 770,531 4.5 842,246 3.4

  Italy 248,682 3.4 133,600 0.8 382,282 1.6

  Netherlands 173,549 2.3 101,519 0.6 275,068 1.1

  Portugal 1,709 0.0 348,115 2.0 349,824 1.4

  Spain 346,383 4.7 73,327 0.4 419,710 1.7

  Sweden 12,747 0.2 49,592 0.3 62,339 0.3

  Switzerland 37,961 0.5 49,342 0.3 87,303 0.4

E. Europe & Central Asia 150,529 2.0 199,932 1.2 350,461 1.4
Middle East 1,941,897 26.3 653,959 3.8 2,595,856 10.5
Total Outside Africa 6,657,125 90.1 4,797,363 27.8 11,454,488 46.5

Africa
North Africa 304,228 4.1 142,942 0.8 447,170 1.8
Sub-Saharan Africa 427,551 5.8 12,307,038 71.4 12,734,589 51.7
Total in Africa 731,779 9.9 12,449,980 72.2 13,181,759 53.5

Source: Global Migrant Origin Database, Version 4 
http://www.migrationdrc.org/research/typesofmigration/global_migrant_origin_database.html

destinations such as the Middle Eastern states, it shows most countries outside 
the African continent in which African immigrants form significant popula-
tion blocks. The largest number are in France (some 2.7 million), the United 
States (838,000), United Kingdom (763,000), Italy (407,000), Spain (372,000), 
Portugal (332,000), Canada (278,000), Belgium (232,000), the Netherlands 
(216,000), and Australia (166,000). The countries with the largest proportion of 
African-born residents are France (with almost 6%), Portugal (almost 4%), and 
Belgium (almost 3%). Others with over 1% African-born include the Nether-
lands, Spain, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, Switzerland, New Zea-
land, and Luxembourg.

In 2000, as can be seen in Table 4, none of the Nordic countries had more 
than 1% of the population African-born. By 2010, however, according to na-


